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would be relieved by an Austrian army, especially as a
severe frost set in before the close of the year and ren-
dered siege operations impossible.
Except from the fortresses, Frederick met with no
resistance. The inhabitants were either indifferent or
well disposed to his cause. Two-thirds of them were
Protestants, and these welcomed him as the champion
of Protestantism coming from the north, as
Charles XII. of Sweden had come before, to antswd-est"
secure to them the right of worshipping God come him-
as they pleased. Of course Frederick had no idea of
stirring up a religious war. Such a thing would have
been utterly foreign to his nature. He merely announced
that, as in his own dominions, so in Silesia all forms of
religion were to be protected. But to men who had been
oppressed and persecuted for their religion, as the Silesian
Protestants had been, even toleration and equality might
well seem a welcome boon.
Before the end of January, Frederick had made him-
self master of all Silesia except Glogau, Brieg, and Neisse,
and these fortresses were closely blockaded! Breslau the
capital opened its gates after a mere show of resistance.
His negotiations with Austria had been less panureof
successful. Maria Theresa absolutely refused negotiations,
to treat with him as long as he had a man in her dominions.
Early in the spring the war was resumed.    Glogau
was taken by storm, and the siege of Neisse had just
been commenced, when an Austrian army appeared out
of Moravia under Marshal  Neipperg.    Frederick was
unaware of its approach until it was within a Fj-e(ierick
few miles of him, and he narrowly escaped taken by
being made prisoner.    Gathering in his scat- surpnse-
tered posts he retreated with all rapidity on Ohlau, which
contained his heavy artillery and stores.    But the Aus-
trian^ were before him, and succeeded in getting between

